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He adds that this must have been a grief to his father, and that
the younger children, who had had John for their tutor, loved
their father tenderly. Perhaps.
John, in later life, was perpetually discovering reasons for dis-
agreeing with his father, but hesitating to take the step to actual
disagreement; in his books, his father's ghost seems to stand over
him whenever he is tempted to feel sentiment, saying: cNow,
John, no weakness/ James Mill was a good man; he worked
hard, and devoted himself to public objects. But he ought not
to have been let loose among children.
John's account of his father's outlook on life is interesting, the
more so as James Mill, more exactly than any other individual,
typified the whole Benthamite school in this respect.
In his views of life he partook of the character of the Stoic,
the Epicurean, and the Cynic, not in the modern but the ancient
sense of the word. In his personal qualities the Stoic pre-
dominated. His standard of morals was Epicurean, inasmuch as
it was utilitarian, taking as the exclusive test of right and wrong,
the tendency of actions to produce pleasure or pain. But he had
(and this was the Cynic element) scarcely any belief in pleasure;
at least in his later years, of which alone, on this point, I can
speak confidently. He was not insensible to pleasures; but he
deemed very few of them worth the price which, at least in the
present state of society, must be paid for them. The greater
number of miscarriages in life, he considered to be attributable
to the over-valuing of pleasures. Accordingly, temperance, in the
large sense intended by the Greek philosophers—stopping short
at the point of moderation in all indulgences—was with him, as
with them, almost the central point of educational precept. His
inculcations of this virtue fill a large place in my childish remem-
brances. He thought human life a poor thing at best, after the
freshness of youth and of unsatisfied curiosity had gone by. This
was a topic on which he did not often speak, especially, it may
be supposed, in the presence of young persons: but when he
did, it was with an air of settled and profound conviction. He
would sometimes say, that if life were made what it might be, by
good government and good education, it would be worth having:
but he never spoke with anything like enthusiasm even of that
possibility. He never varied in rating intellectual enjoyments
above all others, even in value as pleasures, independently of
their ulterior benefits. The pleasures of the benevolent affections

